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The Essay practice in Bluebook doesn’t score 
your work. 
Bluebook tells you to compare your work to the 
scoring rubric and see what you think. 

3 different practice 
prompts to choose from. 



SAT Essay = A Rhetorical Analysis 
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-about-essay.pdf  

 
In a rhetorical analysis, you’re paying attention to how the author uses particular techniques and elements to make the argument 
more convincing, persuasive, and powerful; your discussion should focus on what the author does, why the author does it, and what 
effect this is likely to have on readers.  
 
The 3 categories to look for: evidence, reasoning, and stylistic and persuasive elements and how the author uses them to develop 
the argument: 
1. Evidence is information and ideas that the author uses to support a claim. Evidence takes many forms, and the forms vary 

depending on the kind of argument the author is writing and the nature of the point the author is trying to make. Evidence can 
come in the form of facts, statistics, examples, quotations from (other) experts, the results of experiments or other research, 
and the like. The author of any given passage may use some of these or rely on other kinds of sources entirely. It’ll be up to you 
to figure out what constitutes evidence in a particular passage and how the author uses it to support particular claims.  

Your analysis of an author’s use of evidence can take many forms, depending on the particular passage in question. You may 
point to specific cases in which the author’s choice of evidence was particularly effective in supporting a claim, or point out that 
the author relies (perhaps too much) on one kind of evidence or another—or on little or no evidence at all, likely weakening the 
argument’s effectiveness. Other approaches are possible as well.  

2. Reasoning is the connective tissue that holds an argument together. It’s the “thinking”—the logic, the analysis—that develops 
the argument and ties the claim and evidence together. Reasoning plays a stronger role in some texts than in others. Some 
authors are very careful about making their thought processes clear so that readers can follow and critique them. In other cases, 
texts rely less heavily on logic.  

Your analysis of an author’s use of reasoning can take a number of different approaches. You may decide to discuss how the 
author uses (or fails to use) clear, logical reasoning to draw a connection between a claim and the evidence supporting that 
claim. You may also or instead choose to evaluate the impact that particular aspects of the author’s reasoning (e.g., unstated 
assumptions) have on how convincing the argument is. Other approaches are possible as well.  

3. Stylistic and persuasive elements are rhetorical techniques that an author might bring to bear in order to enhance the power of 
an argument. An author could make use of appeals, such as to the audience’s fears or sense of honor, or employ particularly 
vivid descriptive language to create a mood of anticipation or anxiety, or use one or more of any number of other such devices. 
There’s no definitive list of these techniques, and you don’t have to know them by name to be able to get good scores on the 
Essay. The key is to be on the lookout for ways in which the author attempts to influence the audience, sometimes by using 
something other than a strictly logical, rational approach.  

Your analysis of the author’s use of stylistic and persuasive elements can follow a number of paths.  

• You may point out instances in which the author uses such devices and evaluate their role or their effectiveness in 
motivating an audience to action.  

• You may also analyze and evaluate the varying extent to which logic and emotion contribute to the persuasiveness of the 
text. Other approaches are possible as well. 

For some passages, evidence may be less important than reasoning and/or stylistic and persuasive elements, so it makes sense to 
devote less attention to evidence in such a case. Indeed, successful responses do not need to cover each of these three categories. In 
fact, it’s generally better to focus your essay on a few points that are well made than attempt to check off a long list of rhetorical 
elements. You can also choose to discuss some aspect of the passage that doesn’t fit neatly into one of the three categories but that 
plays an important part in how the author builds the argument. Your analysis should be selective. That is, you should focus your 
attention on those features of the passage that you feel make the biggest contribution to its persuasive power.  

While 50 minutes is a fair amount of time, it’s not enough to write about everything that’s going on in the passage. Pick and choose 
what you analyze.  

Remember, your main goal is not to show why or whether you agree or disagree with the points the author makes. This is not an 
essay that you argue one position or another, or whether you either agree or disagree. However, you can indicate that you feel the 
author is failing to make a strong point. Name why and make it clear what you think the author’s intent probably was.  

• You could point out, for instance, that the author’s description seems too idealized to be truly believable or that the author 
gives too much attention to anecdotes instead of solid evidence, but you should still devote your main effort to what the 
author does do and what the author intends to accomplish (even if the author sometimes misses the mark).   

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/official-sat-study-guide-about-essay.pdf


Use the Annotate tool as you read to mark sentences that use one the 3 categories … 
 

 
 

How to use the Annotate tool… 

  

The timer will start 
with 50 minutes. 
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The 3 categories: 



 
 
 

 

SAT Essay Scoring Rubric 



 
 

When you’ve finished a practice essay, you’ll see… 
 

     


